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PROBLEMS 

HISTORICAL 



SYSTEMIC PROBLEMS 
in Childrenõs Behavioral Health 

Á Children with mental health conditions unserved or underserved 
(high levels of unmet needs, even in countries with well-
developed health systems)  

Á Limited service options (outpatient, inpatient, residential) 
ÁOveruse of excessively restrictive settings 
Á Lack of home- and community-based services and supports 
Á Fragmentation and lack of cross-agency, inter-sectorial 

collaboration 
Á Lack of individualized interventions tailored to the unique needs 

of each child and family 
Á Lack of partnerships with families and youth 
Á Providers not skilled in evidence-informed practices 
Á Lack of attention to cultural differences 

 
 



POOR OUTCOMES 
for Children, Families,  

and Systems 

ÁSevere behavioral and emotional problems 

ÁSchool dropout 

ÁSubstance use 

ÁSuicide 

ÁPoor vocational success 

ÁCorrectional system involvement 

Á Inability to live independently 

ÁHigh financial costs across child-serving 
systems 

ÁHigh social costs to families and society 

 



OF THE SYSTEM OF 

CARE APPROACH 

Evolution 



ñA spectrum of effective, 

community-based services and 

supports for children and youth 

with or at risk for mental health or 

other challenges and their families, 

that is organized into a coordinated 

network, builds meaningful 

partnerships with families and 

youth, and addresses their cultural 

and linguistic needs, in order to 

help them to function better at 

home, in school, in the community, 

and throughout life.ò 
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